There have been three eras
of the chuck wagon in Texas

pact and mobile enough to
allow a team of horses or
mules to haul it several miles
ahead of the herd in order to
have a noon or evening meal
ready when the cattle and cow-
boys arrived on the scene.
The old trail cooks were a
special breed and generally a
cantankerous lot, Of the many
things they did not appreciate,
riding a horse too close to the
chuck wagon and causing dust
to settle over the food and fix-
ings was particularly onerous.
So was tying your horse to a
chuck wagon. Cooks were
known to untie the horse and
setting it running across the
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Good Eats on the Range

ate the cattle drive fare,
which consisted mostly of
beans, com bread (or sour-
dough biscuits in West
Texas), and coffee, usually

cooked over cow chips.
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of a rolling community center
and dining hall.

After modernization and
smaller ranches made the
chuck wagon unnecessary,
except on a few large ranches
where it still serves the same
purpose it always has, the old
chuck wagons either fell apart
or were taken apart or given to
museums. Most of the ones
you see today are replicas, and
you usually see them at chuck
wagon cook-offs and historical
demonstrations.

The American Chuck
Wagon  Association  was
formed to preserve the heritage
of the chuck wagon, especially
its trail drive incarnation,
though participants are not
limited to beans, biscuits, cof-
fee and salt pork. The associa-
tion has prepared an extensive
list of recommendations and
specifications to be considered
in judging the wagons at chuck
wagon cook-offs. The cooks
get a grade on the authenticity
of their wagons as well as the
food.

Being a little bit cranky
probably doesn’t count against
the score too much either,
unless of course the cook
stampedes somebody’s horse,
There are dozens of cooks at
the cook-offs, but the cowboys
who relied on the cook only
had one.



