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S.C.R. No. I

SE.NALE, c 9NCURRENT 3E S OLUTTON

WHEREAS, The Legis lature of  the State of  Texas is pleased to

recognize the importance of  the chuck wagon to the state 's history

and cul ture and to designate i t  as the of f ic ia l  vehic le of  Texas;

and

WHEREAS, The chuck wagon has been important in Texas since

the great cat t le dr ives that lasted from the encl  of  the Civ i l  War to

the mid-1g80s; dur ing that per iocl ,  approximately L0 mi l l ion heacl  of

cat t le were dr iven along trai ls al l  the way from Texas to rai lheacls

in Kansas, i l issouri, Wyoming, and Canacla; and

WHEREAS, Dur ing the ear ly days of  the t ra i l  c l r ives,  a cowboy

rel iecl  for  survival  str ict ly on what he could carry wi th him,

exper iencing hunger ancl  d iscomfort ;  and

WHEREAS, In 1.866, Texas rancher and Civi l  War veteran Charles

Gooclnight f irst used an army surplus Stuclebaker bragon on the trail

drive; the Studebaker proved itself sturdy enough to withstand

trai l  dr ives that could last  up to f ive nonths;  ancl

WHEREAS, Goodnight then designed and addecl a chuck box and a

boot to the rear of  h is wagon; th is innovat ion became the prototype

for al l  fUture chuck wagons; the wagon's box !" tas used to carry the

cowboys'  bedrol ls,  guns, personal  ef fects,  bulk food suppl ies,  feed

for the horses, and other suppl ies;  ancl

SHEREAS, Today The American chuck wagon Association has L23

registered chuck wagons and ovel  200 members;  the associat ion's
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1 members are committed to restoring and maintaining chuck htagons

2 with their onn resources, which has ensurecl that the chuck wagon

3 wil l continue to function as a viible tool on many of our Texas

4 ranches and adct to our state 's histor icaL and cul tural  charmi notd,

5 therefore,  be i t

6 RESOLVED, That the 79th tegislature of the State of Texas

'l hereby acknowledge the important vaLue of preserving the chuck

I vragon and designate the chuck vtagon as the official vehicle of

9 Texas; ancl ,  be i t  fur ther

LO RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be prepared as an

11 expression of  esteem from the Texas tegis lature.

z



S.C.R. No- I
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on Harch 30, 2OO5'

on llaY 2Q, 2005

Approved:

cer that  s.c.R-

that  S.C-R. No. 8 was ailoPted bY the House

No. 8 was adoPted bY the Senate

lerk of
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